Investing in conservation actions for sustainable livelihoods in Alehuay 
‘Investing in conservation actions for sustainable livelihoods’ is a reforestation project being implemented in Alehuay Kebele in the West Gojjam Zone of the Amhara Region. The Project was launched by Bees for Development Ethiopia in January 2022 and will run to December 2024. The Project aims to address three core issues in this region:  
· Land degradation and soil erosion, caused by over-grazing and tree cutting. 
· Insufficient employment opportunities for marginalised groups like youths, landless women and people with disabilities. 
· Lack of strong community institutions and enforcement of community by-laws. 
The expected outcome of the Project is to improve the resilience and capacity of 3,127 people, including 1,690 women, to adapt to climate change and reverse natural resource degradation.  
The first two years of the Project saw the following achievements: 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]56 hectares of degraded land have been identified for restoration, 127,796 indigenous tree seedlings have been planted, dam construction is ongoing, and 28 villagers have been trained in community-based watershed management.  
· Training has been provided to 100 community members, including 44 women, on beekeeping as a sustainable income generation and natural resource conservation tool. 49 trainees were instructed in different types of hive construction, 89 in honey harvesting and colony management, and 90 were provided colony management support.  
· Six village-level savings and loan groups have been created and provided with savings kits, and 18 group leaders have been trained in financial literacy, leadership, gender equality and disability inclusion. 

